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RE: City of Conrad Stormwater Improvement Project
Renewable Resource Grant and Loan program (RRGL) — House Bill 6

To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Jamie Miller, and | am the Mayor of the City of Conrad. Conrad is located in north central
Montana, in Pondera County, on Interstate 15, about an hour north of Great Falls. Conrad is home to
about 2,300 residents. | am here today speaking in support of HB 6 which would provide much needed
funding for our stormwater improvements project.

The City of Conrad has an existing storm water system providing drainage for the west two thirds of
town. However the east side, the lowest area of town, does not have a storm water system. The east
side of town experiences drainage problems even during the smallest storm events. East side storm
water runoff ponds in the lower areas at almost every intersection and at several different areas along
the streets. In some areas, ponding water is present all year long at a depth of up to one foot. The
ponding water becomes a stagnant breeding ground for mosquitoes, causes roads to sluff into the low
areas, and is a chronic road maintenance problem for the city public works department. Regularly after
runoff events, the City public works department must pump water out of resident’s yards, across
roadways, and eventually out of town. The residents of this area regularly complain about the ponding
water often backing up to the foundations of their homes.

The lack of an east side storm drain system also contributes to problems at the City’s sewage treatment
plant. Because there is no storm drain system to collect and convey storm water runoff, it drains into
the sewer system. Almost every year during runoff events, the inflow to the sewer plant has spiked,
resulting in e. coli levels above limits allowed by DEQ. The city has received several DEQ violations for
excess e. coli during these spikes in runoff. According to DEQ Circular 2 — Design Standards for Public
Sewage Systems, “Sewers must be designed for municipal wastewater only. Rainwater from roofs,
streets, and other areas, and groundwater from foundation drains must not be permitted in municipal
wastewater sewers.”

The proposed project includes construction of a storm drain system made up of inlets, pipes, and an

outfall that will drain the east side, south to Pondera Coulee. The project will eliminate the stagnant,
poor quality, surface water standing in the low areas of the City’s east side residential neighborhood,
and help limit the amount of stormwater entering our sewer system.

The estimated project cost is $3.8 million, and would not be possible without the state and federal
grants including the $125,000 RRGL grant. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ctty of Conrad

fe Mllier Mayor



City of Forsyth
Dennis Kopitzke, Mayor
247 North 9'; Box 226; Forsyth, MT 59327
406-346-2521; forsythmayor@rangeweb.net

January 19, 2023

Lindsay Volpe
Box 201601
Helena, MT 59620

Subj: Written Testimony Associated With RRGL & MCEP Applications

Testimony from Mayor Dennis Kopitzke, City of Forsyth, Water Intake Project, House Bill 11 Joint
Funded Project Section

The Water Intake Project involves (1) the replacement of the intake structure floor and platform
replacement. Directional drilling a new intake line to the river (2) replace the obsolete control system
at the water treatment plant (3) start a program to replace failing AC water distribution mains (4)
erosion control measures around the existing water tank (5) build a new 80k gallon tank, booster
station upgrade and pressure zone enhancement. The new tank will increase the water pressure to
areas on the east side of Forsyth: Quinzer housing addition and Riverview Villa Retirement housing
complex. The additional water pressure will improve the water supply to support basic household
needs and lawn watering. The additional pressure will also aid in fire hydrant water pressure and
thus help in case of any fires in both areas.

The project goal is to provide a long —term, dependable water source for the City of Forsyth, while
protecting the safety of its operators.

The project objectives include (1) protect public health and safety by providing an long-term solution
to its water source, (2) provide a safe work environment for its operators, and (3) provide an
environmentally-friendly long term solution and end back-feeding city water into the river.

The project effectiveness will be measured by (1) having an uninterrupted water supply for the next
100 years, (2) having works feel safe when they conduct maintenance and avoid lawsuits, and (3) no
longer have to find ways to back-flush the intake line.














































































